LAVINIA ENGLE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Bethesda, Maryland


The Lavinia Engle Scholarship Fund was established in 1980 in memory of Lavinia Engle who was a leader in the woman's suffrage movement.


Ms. Engle graduated from Antioch College in 1913 and was the first woman graduate student in political science at Johns Hopkins University. Immediately after graduation from college, she joined the National American Woman's Suffrage Association as their Field Secretary and traveled to 13 states seeking ratification of the 19th amendment to the Constitution.


In 1920, she was a co-founder of the League of Women Voters of Maryland and remained a faithful member of the local League of Women Voters of Montgomery County until her death.


In 1930, Ms. Engle ran successfully for the Maryland House of Delegates where she was the first woman elected to the House from Montgomery County. She was also the first woman to serve as County Commissioner.


In 1936, President Roosevelt appointed her to the Social Security Board, and she served as an official of the Social Security Administration until her retirement. After her retirement, Ms. Engle continured to serve Montgomery County as a member of the Commission for Aging and was its representative to the White House Conference on Aging. She died in 1979 at the age of 87. In 1989, she was posthumously inducted into the Maryland Women's Hall of Fame.


Scholarships are awarded yearly to women who have lived in Montgomery County at least three years and who have been accepted for undergraduate studies at a Maryland college or university. During the last 28 years, an average of 12 scholarships have been awarded yearly.
